
Appendix 3 – The Cost of Crime
Extract from the Barnet Community Safety Strategic Assessment 2014/15 

The cost of 
crime 
The home office 
produces unit cost 
estimates for different 
crime types.i The 
estimates take into 
account anticipatory 
costs (for example 
security expenditure), 
consequential costs 
(e.g. property stolen, 
emotional or physical 
impacts), and response 
costs (e.g. costs to the 
criminal justice system).

The table to the left 
calculates total cost 
estimates for different 
crime types on Barnet 
by multiplying the 
home office unit cost 
estimate by the number 
of offences in the borough in one year (2013).

This gives an estimated annual total cost of around £73.9M for reported crime in Barnet in 
one year. Note this estimate does not include costs for the following offences: Drugs; Fraud; 
Handling; Motor vehicle tampering; Harassment; carrying of weapons; and Violence other 
than Common Assault, ABH, GBH.  The estimated costs of unreported crime are also not 
included in this figure. 

The top three cost contributors are violent crime, Sexual Offences and Residential burglary. 
Note that for the top two (Violence and Sexual offences) the majority of the victims (though 
minority of the perpetrators) are women and girls.

i https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/118042/IOM-phase2-costs-
multipliers.pdf
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